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PESTICIDE REFORM BILLS INTRODUCED
For immediate release, Monday, Feb. 22, 1993
WASHINGTON - Two separate measures to reauthorize and reform Federal
pesticide registration laws were introduced Feb. 18 by House Agriculture Committee
Chairman Kika de la Garza, D-Texas, and cosponsored by other senior Committee
members.
Fll"RA reauthorization
Rep. de la Garza's bill, H.R. 968, reauthorizes appropriations to carry out
activities and programs currently mandated by the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), the Federal law which governs the registration and
use of pesticides. H.R. 968 is designed to serve as the Committee's principal markup
vehicle for consideration of more comprehensive legislation to reform and strengthen
FIFRA.
The authorization for FIFRA expired at the end of flllCa1 1991. However,
Congress has continued to fund the activities and programs mandated under FIFRA
pe:lding action on the reauthorization bill. FIFRA-related mandates are administered
by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Joining Rep. de la Garza as original cosponsors of H.R. 968 are Rep. Pat
Roberts, R-Kana., the Committee's Ranking Republican Member; as well as Reps.
Charles Stenholm, D-Texas, and Robert (Bob) Smith, R-OR, the Chairman and
Ranking Member respectively, of the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Department
Operations and Nutrition which will begin initial work on the measure.

'This year, using the simple reauthorization bill we are introducing today, we
hope to begin again the procestl of revising FIFRA to make needed improvements.
This bill will serve as the vehicle for constructing a package of amendments to
FIFRA that will help to reaffum the public's confidence in the safety of America's
food supply," said Rep. de la Garza.
MInor Crop Protection AaiBtance Act
Rep. de la Garza also introduced H.R. 967, the Minor Crop Protection
Assistance Act, a bill designed to help maintain and-pcurllote the Federal registration
of pesticides for use on so-called "minor crops." The bill was introduced with 11
other original cosponsors.
Minor crops are generally considered to include fruits, vegetables and other
crops produced on less than 300,000 acres each annually. While these crops account
for less than 2 percent of all the acreage planted in the United States annually,
minor crops are of significant economic and dietary importance.

Due to the cost for research, development and Federal registration of pesticides
for use on specific crops or pests with limited sales potential, some manufacturers
have dropped "minor use" registrations and others are limiting their research and
development of safer pesticides.
"Minor crop pesticides are important to agricultural production in all 50 states.
These pest management tools are vital to the production of fruits and vegetables, and
are often critical components of many integrated pest management (lPM) systems to
control agricultural pests in an environmentally-prudent manner. This bill is
intended to maintain minor use registrations in a way that does not compromise the
health and safety standards for farmworkers, consumers, and the environment. Our
proposal is designed to provide a number of options to the EPA for reregistering
existing pesticides and promoting new minor use registrations," said Rep. de la Garza.
H.R. 967 is similar to legislation sponsored by Rep. de la Garza last year.
Following consultation with various agricultural, consumer and environmental
interests, Rep. de la Garza's new bill now seeks to avoid any significant disruption
in the schedule for reregistering pesticides as required by the 1988 amendments to
FIFRA.
Key provisions in H.R. 967, the Minor Crop Protection Assistance Act:
•

Waives certain data requirements if the pesticide's use does not present
an unreasonable risk to human health or the environment;

•

Grants time extensions for developing data in certain cases;

•

Requires expedited review of applications for registration for minor
uses;

•

Permits use of data from an identical or substantially similar pesticide
whose registration has been allowed to lapse for economic reasons.

•

Prohibits use of these options if EPA determines the pesticide poses an
unreasonable adverse risk to human health or the environment, or
where the missing data are essential for making such a determination.
#

NOTE: The Committee has available copies of the just-released Congressional
Research Service (CRS) issue brief, IB93025, entitled Wetlanda r..uea in the 103rd
Co1W7'e!f, by Jeffrey A Zinn and Claudia Copeland. Mail requests to Jim Davis,
1301 LHOB, Washington, DC 20515. For more expeditious delivery, you may fax
requests to 202·225·3158.

